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TO THE 


The E following 88 2 7 be found, 
it is hoped, not ill adapted for the in- 
8 Arubti on of the plain, practical. Chriſtian, 
in the real nature and end of the Lords 
Supper, and the obligation he is under f& 
Join in the celebration of that diſti aun 
ing chriſtian rite. It is an attempt to 
render every particular relating to it 
per feftly clear, and eaſy to be undenſtood; : 
by carefully examining the only ſource of 
information from which any true knows 


ledge of it can with certainty be derived, 
the New Taken. 11 . 


This e ry Was ori gi nally a ſhed 
under the title of, An Attempt to aſ- 
certain and illuſtrate the Authority, 

Nature, and Deſign of the Inſtitution 
of Chriſt, commonly called the Com- F 
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11 To the REA DER. 


munion, and the Lord's Supper ;— 


1 4 form not fo familiar as that in which 
it here appears; and accompanied with 


 diftin# inveſtigations of every point of 


importance connected with the ſubject, 


neceſſary to render the argument complete. 


But ſuch diſcuſſions not being calculated 


for the confideration of the great body of 


Chriſtians; and the main argument alone 


Bawing been judged fo plain we} ke, 
as to be capable of imparting a clear and 


ſati factory knowledge of the nature and | 
end of. the Lord's Supper to all in general; 
it is here ſubmitted, by ſelf, to the un- 


learned, practical! reader, in the eaſy 


method of queſtion and anfiver ; in order 
to render it . the moſt * uſe. 
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PRACTICAL ENQUIRY, &c. 


SECTION. I, 


EO N what authority maſt our obligation 3 20. 
celebrate any religi ous rite be eflabliſhed * 


A. The obligation we are under to celebrate 
any religious rite is founded on the authority of 


the perſon by whom it is inſtituted : and when 


the inſtitutor is a perſon authorized to reveal the 
will of God, we are as much obliged to cele- 
brate ſuch rite, as we are to obey "_ other par- | 


ticular. of the known will of God. . 


II. . On what muſt the true 2 of 7 
religious rite depend ? 


A. The true deſign of every religious rite 
muſt depend entirely upon the intention of the 


inſtitutor himſelf with regard to it. 


III. ©. To what ſources of information muſt 
wet have recourſe to determine 2 true nature F 
any religious rite? 


1 
A. The intention of the inſtitutor of any 
religious rite, and conſequently the nature and 
deſign of the rite itſelf, muſt be learnt from the 


declarations of the inſtitutor, conſidered jointly 
with all ſuch cireumſtances as he muſt be ſup- 


poſed to have regarded at the time of the inſti- 


tution; and from the declarations of ſuch other 
perſons, if any ſuch there are, as are properly 
authorized to declare his intentions relating to 
it ;—and from thefe authorities only. 


* SECTION I. 


IV. Q. How may we know what kind of good, 
or evil, will attend tbe Per farmanes s. or omiſſion, of 


any religious rite © 


4. Tf neither the words 'of the inſtitution of 


| any "Rs. 1 nor the circumſtances in which it was 


inſtituted, nor the declarations of thofe who alone 
are you qualified to declare its deſign, contain 
or-imply a promiſe of any peculiar rewards at- 


tending the performance of it; or a threatening 
of any peculiar puniſhments attending the omiſ- 


Hon: of it; the rewards, or puniſhments, at- 
tending the performance or omiſſion of ſuch rite, 
can be no other, than the good or evil ariſing 
from obedience or diſobedience to any expreſs 
command of the inſtitutor; and the good or 
evil naturall Fulging from the due ow 
ance.or. 10 5 


2 EC T4 ON III. 
By whom was the chriſtian rite, com- 


1 d the Lord's wah inſtituted ?. 


A. The 


on of oh; e actions themſelves, in 
which the rite conſiſts, 


OI 


I 
A. The chriſtian rite commonly called the 
Lord's Supper *, was inſtituted by Jeſus, and 
Jeſus was divinely commiſſioned to reveal the- 
will of God. e e ee 1+ £40 tk 
VI. 9. Who were the perſons properly autbo- 
rized to declare the true deſign of any rite inſtituted 
by Feſus F 5, | : 1 
A. The Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, including 
St. Paul, were duly authorized, and the only 
perſons ſo authorized, to preach the religion of 
Jeſus, and declare the deſign of ſuch rites as he 
appointed, - NV. 3 
VII. 9, From what authorities may the irue 
_ deſign of the Lord's Supper be certainly aſcertained ? 
A. The deſign of the Lord's Supper muſt be 
learnt from the words of Jeſus himſelf at the 
inſtitution, conſidered: jointly with the'cireum- 
ſtances attending it; and the declarations of the 
Writers of the New Teſtament relating to it; 
and from no other authorities whatever, 


EY. S. EC TIN iT ous + 
VIII. 9. bat accounts have the Apeſiles and 
Evangeliſis given us of the inflitution of the Lord's: 
Sapper © en e HOT 
A. The hiftory of the inſtitution of the Lord's 
Supper is delivered by the writers of the New 
Teſtament in the following paſſages, and in 
them only: viz. Matt. xxvi. 26, &c. Mark iv. 
227 . Luke xxii. 19, &c. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 
23, &e. and what they have each telated is as 
follows. 7 | „ 
i — Ag | Matt. 
It has by degrees acquired this name, though not 
properly belonging to it, on account of its having been in- 
ſtituted by Jeſus, at, and immediate ly after, his laſt ſupper... 


1 6 1 

1 Matt: And as ; they were eating Jeſus took bread, 
Mark. And as they did eat Jeſus took bread, 
Luke. And he took bread, 


Paul. The Lord Jeſus, the f ame night that be Wt 
betrayed, took bread, 


Matt. 7 bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave ro 


his diſciples, 


Mark. Ard Bleed, and brate it, and gave to 


them, 


t Luke. And gave thanks, and brake it, and gave 


unto them, 


Paul. Aud when behad given thanks, he by . it, 5 


- Matt. And ſaid, Take eat, this is my baths 
Mark. And ſaid, Take, eat, this is my body, 


Luke. Saying, This is my body, 


Paul. Aud | ſaid, Take, eat, this is my bedy, 


Luke. Which i is given for you; This doin remem- 


brance of me. 


Paul. Which is broken for you; This do in re- 


mmembrance F me. 


* 


Matt. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
Mark. And he took the cup, and when he had 


given thanks, 


| | Like. Likewiſe alſo the cup after upper, 
Paul. Afrer the 722 W alſo 10 took the 


cup, when he had ſupped, 


1 . 


* 


© Matt. And g gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye att 


of it ; 


| Mark. He gave it 10 them, and they all drank 


—.— | 


( 


Matt. 


1 


Matt. For this is my bloodof the New Teſtament, 


Mark. And he Fra unto them, This is my blood of 
the New Teftament, 

Luke. Saying, This cup is the New Te fament 
in my blood, © 

Paul. Saying, This cup is the New OO 
in my blood , 


Matt. Which i 15 hed or many, 
Mark. Which is ſbe Ta or many, 
Luke. Which i is ſhed for you" | 


Matt. For the remiſſion of” / ns, 


Paul. This do ye, as oft as ye 9 wy in re- 


membrance of. me. 


* —__ 


2 2 


IX. Q. How far will theſe accounts enable us 
to determine the true nature and deſign of the Lord's 
Supper? 

A. Theſe N containing the whole hiſ- 
tory of the inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, as 


the Writers of the New Teſtament have tranſ- 


mitted it to us; all concluſions 1 to the 


deſign of this rite, drawn from the inſtitution 
itſelf muſt be founded on a due conſideration 
of the declarations of our Lord here related, 


and. the peculiar circumſtances in which they | 


were made. 


SECTI 0 N V. i 
X. O. From theſe accounts luid together, what 
does it appear that Jes faid and aid upon 1515 | 
occaſion ? 
A. Upon a whine) view of theſe ſeveral relations 
it appears, that all our Saviour ſaid and did, 


A6 ä inſtituting 


FW e * SOS anc; 


Ban) * 


* 
- 


10 1 


ioſtivatiog the rite under conſideration, was as 
follows:: 

That while he was at {upper with the Twelve 
he broke a piece of bread, giving thanks to God, 
and gave it to them all, ſaying to them, Take, 


rat ; this 16 any bady, nada. is broken, or given, for 


; this do in remembrance of me. 
And that after ſupper he took a cup, and gave 


jt to them, ſayi 2 » Drank ye all of it; for this is 


my blood of the Covenant; or, this is the New 
Covenant in my 2 z which is 22 for you, or for 
many, for the remiſſion of fins ; this do ye, as 57 as 

ye drink it, in ee f es: = 


XI. 2. From. theſe accaunts what. appears to 
7 been the deſign. of n in e he 18 99 and 
Gd in this inſtance * 


2. From theſe accounts iven us in the New 


mh XS of what Jeſus ſaid and did in inſtitut- 


ing this rite, .it evidently appears; 

ift, That. Jeſus commanded the Apoſtles to 
obſerve a practice of breaking and eating bread, 
bi nd drinking wine, together, in remembrance of 


"When he gave them the bread, he ſaid, Take, 
eat ; ; this is my body, which is given for you ; 40 this 
in remembrance of me. Here were two perfect y 
diſtinQ, and poſitive commands. The firſt, to 
eat of the bread. he then gave them, at that time; 


the ſecond, to eat bread from that time forward, 


in remembrance of him. The words, Take, eat, 
accompanied with the action of giving them the 
bread, expreſſed the firſt; and the additional in- 
junction, Do this i in ee ee F me, the ſe- 
cond.;. ſince it is. W that 3 in order to eat 


bread 


t * 1 


bread in remembrance of him, they muſt of neceſ- 
ſity do it after he ſhould be taken from them. 
And this being clear with reſpect to the bread, 
there is not in reality any occaſion for a diſtinct 
proof of the ſame points with regard to the cup; 
fince it is manifeſt, that the participation of the 
one was intended to be accompanied with that 
of the other. But the words of Jeſus will equally 
prove the certainty of the inſtitution with regard 
to the cup likewiſe. Ty 3 
When he gave them the cup he ſaid, Drink 
ye all of it; for this is my blood of the New Cove- 
nant, which is ſhed for many for the remifſuon o 
Vins; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance. 
of me. Here the words, drink ye all of it, ac- 
companied with the action of giving them the 
cup, were a poſitive command to drink of that 
cup, at that time; and the additional injunction, 
This do ye, as ch as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
me, immediately following the expreſs injunction 
to drink at that time, as well as the poſitive 
command to eat bread in remembrance of him, was 
as poſitive a command to do this after he ſhould 
be taken from them; clearly ſignifying by the 
new clauſe, as oft as ye drink it, that they were 
not to do this once only after he ſhould have 
been put to death, but to repeat it as a ſtanding 
ordinance ; though at the ſame time leaving it to 
their diſcretion, to determine how frequently 
then mould do itt. 
2dly, It appears from the relations of the New 
Teſtament, that Jeſus commanded them to do 
this, not as a mere general remembrance of 
himſelf; but that they ſhould eat he bread, as a 
memorial of þ:s body, broken or given for them; 
and the wine as a memorial of his blood fhed fan 


them 3 


them; and conſequently both together, as memo- 
rials of his death; and further, of his ſuffering 


death for many, that is for all, for remiſſion of ſins. 

And this likewiſe proves it to have been the 
intention of Jeſus, that the rite ſhould be ob- 
ſerved after his death; ſince they were to regard 


the bread as a memorial of his body given for 


them, and the wine of his blood hed for them; 
which it was abſolutely impoſſible for them to 


do till after he ſhould have been actually put to 


death. | | - 
2dly, It appears, that the words and actions 
of our Lord in inſtituting this rite, conſidered 


in themſelves, do neither expreſs, nor imply, any 
thing more as contained in this rite, than what 
has now been explained. : 


Athly, More particularly it appears, that the 
words and actions of Jeſus on this occaſion, 
conſidered in themſelves, do not contain or im- 
ply, either a promiſe of any ſpecial reward, that 
ſhould attend the performance of this rite ; or a 
threatening of any ſpecial puniſhment, that 
ſhould attend the omiſſion of it; or any thin 


more, than a plain deſcription of the rite itſelf, 


and a poſitive command to celebrate it. 


LHECGCFTION-VL 
XII. ©. Did Jeſus inſtitute the rite he now 
appointed for the obſervation of the Apoſtles alone, 


or to be celebrated by all who ſbould ever come to 


believe in him? 
A. The Lord's Supper was not inſtituted by 
Feſus for the obſervation of the Apoſtles alone, 
but was enjoined by him for a ſtanding rite of his 
religion, to be perpetually celebrated by all who 


| ſhould ever profeſs themſelves his diſciples, 


a 
: CY 


2 
As the Apoſtles were the only perſons preſent 
at the inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, it may 
poſſibly be thought we cannot be certain, from 
7 command them to celebrate it, that he 
meant it to be obſerved by all who ſhould ever — 
believe in him to the end of the world. Yet 5 
this is, in the firſt place, almoſt abſolutely cer- 
tain, even from the very words of Jeſus in the 
inſtitution itſelf. 55 e 
He expreſsly directed them all to do what he 
then preſcribed ; and not at that time only, but 
to repeat it, as a practice appointed by him, after 
he ſhould be put to to death“; without adding 
any intimation that they were ever to diſcontinue. 
it; and the reaſon he aſſigned for enjoining it, 
that he ſuffered death for many, for remiſſion of 
ſins, was neither peculiarly applicable to the 
Apoſtles, nor to any particular period of time. 
And fince the reaſon he aſſigned for inſtituting 
the rite is no leſs applicable to all univerſally 
who ſhall ever believe in Chriſt, than it was 
originally to the Apoſtles; and he commanded 
all who were preſent to celebrate it, without an) 
direction whatever, either to confine the cele- 
bration of it to themſelves, or to diſcontinue it 
at any future period; it would, I apprehend, be 
. contrary to every principle of reaſonable inter- 
pretation to ſuppoſe, that he did not intend it 
for a perpetual and univerſal rite of his religion. 
And this obvious concluſion, from Jeſus's 
words alone, will derive no little additional 
ſtrength from the particular circumſtances in 
which they were delivered. At the time when 
Jeſus gave the Apoſtles this injunction, he was 
„ ¾ | Sele 


1 See this proved in the firſt part of the anſwer to the i 
immediately preceding queſtion. . 


— 


= F [ 14 ] 

1 celebrating with them the Paſchal Supper, 
5 | | which was inſtituted by the law of Moſes for a 
1 perpetual memorial of the deliverance of the 
4 een out of Egypt, to be ſolemnly celebrat- 


ed by every Jew *. And ſince it is indiſputable, 
that Jeſus deſigned the chriſtian rite he inſti- 
tuted at this time to be, in like manner, a me- 
1 morial of the redemption of the world, through 
his death for the remiſſion of ſins; we are abfo- 
lutely bound to conelude from every circumſtance 
accompanying the inſtitution, that Jeſus intend- 
ed it to be a perpetual rite of his own religion, 
as the paſſover was of the Jewifh ; and to be uni- 
verſally celebrated by every Chriſtian, as the 
paſſover was enjoined to be, and actually was, 
by every Jew. | 8 
And when in confirmation of this concluſion 
it is conſidered, that the Apoſtles not only cele- 
brated this rite themſelves, but enjoined all who 
profeſſed the faith to celebrate it likewiſe; and 
died without giving them even the ſmalleſt in- 
timation that it was ever to be aboliſhed; no 
further proof, that this inſtitution was deſigned 
by Jeſus for a perpetual ordinance of his reli- 
gion, can be wanted Tf. 50 
| %%%. 
The Lord's Supper being eſtabliſhed as a 
ſtanding rite of the religion of the Goſpel, the _ 
| . nent 
* See Exod. Xii. 14, 27, 25-27. xiii. $— 10. xxili. 1 
15. Xxxxiv. 18. Deut. xvi. 1 6. jet Epc 3 
1 Many other arguments, demanſtrative of this fun- 
damental point, may be ſeen in the Treatiſe at large, from 
which this Abridgment is taken: but what has here been. 
alledged will be ſufficient, it is imagined, to give full 
Iatis faction to the plain practical reader; without requir- 
ing his attention to other arguments, which though. 
abundantly concluſive, are leſs obvious and familiar. 
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next point to be aſcertained; is, what effects ariſe 


from the performance or negle& of it. SY 


XIII. 9. What benefits are we warranted to 
expect from the due per formance of any rite inſtitut- 
ed by Feſus, to which he did not by declaration annex 
any ſpecial benefits, at the time of the iaſtitution ? 


A. All the benefits we are warranted in ex- 
pecting from the due performance of any rite 
inſtituted by Jeſus, to which no ſpecial benefits 
have been poſitively annexed, can be no other 
than theſe : 

_* it, That e te of God, which an in- 
tentional compliance with his will muſt cer- 


| tainly procure. And 


2dly, Whatever additional frengil our prin- 
ciples and habits of virtue may naturally acquire 
by the celebration of any religious rite, owing 


to the virtuous tendency of the rite itſelf. 


XIV. O. What evils are we warranted i in a5 
prebending fr rom the omiſſion of any rite inſtituted by 
Feſus, to which he did not by declaration annex any 
JI evils, at the time of the in/litution 1 


A. All the evils we are warranted in appre- 
hending from the omiſſion of any rite inſtituted 
by Jeſus, to the omiſſion of which no ſpecial 
evils have been poſitively annexed, can be no 
other than theſe: 

iſt, That diſapprobation of God, which an 
intentional. diſobedience to his will muft cer- 
tainly produce. And 

Adly, The loſs of whatever additional ſtren gth 
our principles and habits of virtue might natu- 
rally acquire by the celebration of any particular 
religious rite, owing to the virtuous * of 
the rite itſelf, | 

"oe 2 


1 26 1 


XV. 9. How far does it appear, from the 
principles already confidered, what benefits certainly 
attend the due celebration of the Lord's Supper; 
and what evils certainly attend the omiſſion Fit? 


A. Since neither the words, nor the actions of 
Jeſus in inſtituting the Lord's Supper do in 
themſelves contain, or imply, a promiſe of any 
ſpecial benefits to reward the celebration of this 
rite; or a threatening of any ſpecial evils to 
puniſh the omiſſion of it; it muſt be granted, 
that there neither are, nor can be, any other 
benefits attending the performance, nor any 
other evils attending the omiſſion of it, than 
thoſe juſt deſcribed under Queſtions XIII and 

XIV;—Unleſs it ſhall be found, either that 
ſome circumſtances yet unnoticed accompanied 
the inſtitution of it, which will give ſome pecu- 
Jiar meaning to the words and actions of our; 
Lord in the inftitution of it ; or, that the Apo- 
ſtles in their writings have communicated to us 
ſome particulars of its nature and effects, which 
neither the words or actions of Jeſus in the in- 
ſtitution itſelf, nor the circumſtances attending 
it, imply. ling: o/c 
"WD SECTION I. 

XVI. 9. Did any peculiar circumſtance ac- 
company the inſtitution of the Lord's Supper? 

A. This peculiar circumſtance attended the 
inſtitution of the chriſtian rite in queſtion, That 
the Supper at which it was inſtituted was not a 
mere common meal, but the Paſchal Supper, a 
very remarkable rite of the Jewiſh Lax. 
_ . XVII. 9. Muſt Feſus be ſuppoſed to have at- 
tended to 57 e — inſtituting 
this rite? e 1 
N 41% # A. It 


1 — n 


E 


A. It is certain that Jeſus was accuſtomed to 


allude, both in his words and his actions, to thoſe 


peculiar circumſtances and ſituations in which he 
was ſpeaking or acting, 6 
XVIII. 9. Ought we then to conclude, that Feſus 


certainly intended to give the rite he inſtituted at this 


time any reſemblance to the Fewiſh Paſchal Supper? 
A. If we ſhould find any manifeſt reſemblance 
between the chriſtian rite, which we call the 
Lord's Supper, and that Jewiſh rite which Jeſus 
was celebrating with the twelve at the time of. 
its inſtitution, we may reaſonably infer, that it 


was the deſign of our Lord to make the one ſo 


far bear reſemblance to the other. 
XIX. Q. Can any reſemblance which Feſus could 
42065 to make between the Lord's Supper and the 
raſchal Supper, warrant us in attributing any 


Special rowards, not mentioned by Jeſus, to the 


celebration of the Lord's A ; or any ſpecial evils, 
not mentioned by Feſus, to the omiſſion of it? : N 
A. Neither that reſemblance which ſubſiſts 


between the Lord's Supper and the Jewiſh Paſ- 


chal Supper, nor any poſſible alluſion in the in- 
ſtitution of the one to the other, can warrant us 
in ſuppoſing, that any other benefits or evils 
attend the celebration or omiſſion of the Lord's 
Supper, than thoſe already mentioned as neceſ- 
farily ariſing from the inſtitution itſelf, under 
Queſt. XIII and XIV*. _. 5. 

| XX. Q. 


The Jewiſh Paſchal Supper was inſtituted for a me- 
morial of the miraculous . eee the Iſraelites out 
of Egypt; and was purpoſely deſigned to promote their 
obedience to the precepts of the Law delivered to them 
by Moſes ; but it had not any ſpecial benefits annexed to 
the performance of it, or any evils, peculiar to that rite, 

| : denounced 


5 


XX. Q. Could Jeſus intend to give the rite he in- 
Aituted at his laſt ſupper any reſemblance to any other 
Fewiſh rite beſides the Paſchal Supper ? | 
A. It cannot be ſuppoſed that Jeſus intended 
to give the rite he himſelf inſtituted a reſem- 
blance to any other Jewith rite beſides the Paſ- 
chal. Supper. For it was the Paſchal Supper 
only, which he was celebrating with the twelve 
when he inſtituted his own rite ; and there is no 
other Jewiſh memorial to which it bears any 
reſemblance.; This is ſo evident as to need no 
proof. . 5 ; To : 


_—— + 


- 1... 1, SECTION u. 
XXI. 9. What do the nature and effects of the 


Zard's Supper appear to be, as far as they can be 
proved from the hiffory of its inſtitution, and all the 
circumſlanees accompanymg it? 


A. Since from the hiſtory of the inſtitution of 
the Lord's Supper it is highly reaſqnable to be- 
lieve, That in it Jeſus did allude to the Paſchal - 
Supper, but not to any other Jewiſh rite; and 
ſince no reſemblance whatever to the Paſchal 
Supper can make the Lord's Supper any * 


- — 


denounced againſt the neglect of it. See Exodus xii. 15, 
19. Numb. ix. 13. It is therefore plain, that the gene- 
ral reſemblance which there is between the Lord's Supper 
as a memorial of our redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Paſchal Supper as a memorial of the deliverance of the 
Iſraelites out of Egypt, cannot afford us even the ſmalleſt 
pretence for attributing any ſpecial benefits or evils to the 
celebration, or neglect, of the Lord's Supper. „ 
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different from what the words of the inſtitution 
proved it to be *; it muſt be allowed, that as far 
as the nature of this rite can be aſcertained from 
the words of the inſtitution, conſidered jointly. 
with all the peculiar circumſtances accompany- 
ing it, the Lord's Supper is ſimply—A memorial 
of our Lord; but more eſpecially of his death, 
and the general purpoſe for which he died; 
having no other benefits annexed to the cele- 
bration, nor any other evils to the omiſſion of 
it, than thoſe neceſſarily attending the celebra- 
tion or omiſſion of any other poſitive rite under 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, explained already 
under Queſtions XIII and XIV +. 


SECTION X. 


XXII. O. What ends muſt we ſuppoſe Jeſi s to 
have had in view in the inſtitution of this rite ? 


A. In 
* gee the note under Qdeſtion XIX. page 37 


+ St. Paul having expreſsly ſpoken of the Lord's Sup- 
per in the oth and 11th chapters of his firſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians; and another paſſage in the fame epiſtle, as 
well as one in St. John's Goſpel, having by ſome been ſup- 
poſed to relate to it; we ſhould now go on to ſhew, that 
what St. Paul has ſaid of this rite 1s perfectly agreeable to 
that account of its nature and uſe, which the hiſtory of its 
inſtitution has obliged us to receive; as well as, that nei- 
ther of the other paſſages can give us any inſight into it. 
Theſe points are fully diſcufied in the fecond edition of 
the Treatiſe at large: but as the only arguments that can 
determine them are unavoidably founded upon ſuch an 
enquiry intothe meaning of 'the paſſages in queſtion, as the 
mere practical reader could not derive any information 
from, it would be improper to inſert them in this abridg - 
ment. | | = 


5 71 : 

A. In the firſt place, that of obliging all 
Chriſtians to meet together, to the end of the 
world, for the celebration of ſuch a rite, as 
would neceſſarily be a ſolemn public profeſſion 
of the chriſtian faith. © | 

And ſecondly, as the celebration of this rite, 
with thoſe ſerious reflections and thankful ac- 
knowledgments, which the voluntary ſufferings 
and death of Jeſus, for the redemption of man, 
evidently require, has a direct and ſtrong ten- 
dency to ſtrengthen our religious principles, and 
improve our practice, and thus to promote the 
great objects of the Goſpel ; it ſeems abſolutely 
_ neceſſary to conclude, that in the inſtitution of 
this rite, our Saviour had likewiſe the deſign of 
contributing to promote by it theſe beneficial 
effects. | | | 

9 SCION AL | 

XXIII. Q. By what principles muſt the due 
celebration of any rite, and the effetts ariſing from 
it, be determined © „ DT a 

A. The true nature of any religious rite being 
known, every thing neceſiary to the due cele- 

bration of it, and all the effects ariſing from it, 
muſt from thence be determined. . 
XXIV. O. I ben is the participation of the 
bread and wine, in the Lord's Supper, accompanied 
' with that diſpoſition, with which Jeſus deſigned it 
ſhould be celebrated® | 

A. The Lord's Supper being ſimply, A me- 
morial of our Lord, but more eſpecially of his 
death, and the general purpoſe for which he 
died ;—whoever eats. the bread and drinks the 


wine at the celebration of this rite, in deſigned 
BI rememe 


ws 


{a} 


* 


remembrance of our Lord, but more eſpeciall 
of his death and the general purpoſe for which 
he died, does truly and properly futhl the com- 
mand of Jeſus in this inſtitution, ſo far as re- 
lates only to the immediate action of which the 


rite conſiſts. 


XXV. O. I zen is the participation of the bread 
and wine made actually productive of its proper and 


: deſigned effect ? 


A. Since the act of eating bread and drinking 
wine in remembrance of Jeſus, but more eſpe- 
cially of his death, and the general purpoſe for 
which he died, ſhould naturally lead us to the 
molt ſerious reflections upon the goodneſs of God 
in appointing the plan for our redemption, and 
that of our Lord in fulfilling the part he ſuſtain- 
ed in it; together with the accumulated obliga- 
tions we are thus laid under to fulfil the terms 
of our ſalvation, 'and the fatal conſequence of 
diſregarding them; we are bound to conſider it 
as one, unqueſtionable deſign of our Lord in or- 
daining this rite, that we ſhould ſeriouſly apply 
the celebration of it to this excellent purpoſe, 
W hoever therefore celebrates this rite, without 
being careful to make this uſe of it; though he 
may actually eat the bread and drink the wine 

in remembrance of our Lord, and his death; 

does not make ſuch a uſe of this. commemora- 

tion of him, as the plain reaſon of the thing, and 
the moral doctrines of the goſpel require. 


3 In what light are we to regard that 
particular Service, or Form of Prayer, which the 
Church we are members of has appointed to be uſed 


1 | For the celebration of the Lord's Supper © 


4 


A. The 


F an43. 
A. The rite itſelf, as inſtituted by our Lord, 
conſiſting of nothing more than the actions of 
eating bread and drinking wine, with the inten- 
tion preſcribed; whatever prayers any Church 
may think fit to adopt, as well as whatever form 
of words they may appoint for the officiating 
perſon to make uſe of in diſtributing the bread 
and wine; in a word, whatever is ſaid or done 
at the celebration of this rite, except the diſtri- 
bution and partaking of the bread and wine, 
1 with the profeſſed deſign already mentioned; is 
2 no part of the rite itſelf, as ordained by our 
Lid, but muſt reſt entirely upon human pru- 
dence and authority; and is ſo far proper, but 
only ſo far, as it may be wiſely calculated to 
remind the participant of that particular deſign, 
which is eſſential to the due performance of the 
rite; and to excite thoſe diſpoſitions of piety 
and virtue, to which the celebration of this rite 
naturally leads, and with which it evidently 
ought to be accompanied. N | 


SECTION. XII. 


XXVII. 9. I hat are the benefits which cer- 
tainly ariſe from a due participation of the bread and 
wine, in obedience to the command of our Lord? 


A. The Lord's Supper having been inſtituted 
by Jeſus, without his annexing any ſpecial bene- 

fits to the celebration of it, the benefits certainly 

ariſing from the due celebration' of 1t can be no 

other than theſe: | 

. iſ, That approbation of the Almighty, which 

a voluntary obedience to his commands, upon 

the ſincere principles of religion and piety, muſt 
certainly procure; and wth 

eg | 2dly, "W 


M__-__ 
N * 2 A 
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2dly, Whatever ſtrengthening of our prin- 


ciples and habits of virtue will naturally ariſe 
from the ſerious and due performance of a rite, - 


in which the death of our Lord, and the general 
purpoſe for which he died, are the very things 
commemorated *. „ 

XXVIII. 9. hat are the evils unaudidabliy in- 
curred by refuſing to partake of the bread and wine 
in obedience to the command of our Lord? 


A. The Lord's Supper having been inſtituted 


by Jeſus without his annexing any ſpecial evils 


to the omiſſion of it, the evils anavoidably incur- 
red by the omiſſion of it can be no other than 
theſe; - 1 Sy | 


1, That diſapprobation of the Almighty, 


which deſigned diſobedience to, or the careleſs 


neglect of his commands, muſt certainly occa- 


ſion: and _ | 

2dly, The loſs of all that improvement of 
our virtuous habits and diſpoſitions, which would 
naturally ariſe from the ſerious and due per- 
formance of a rite, in which the death of our 


Lord, and the general purpoſe for which he 


died, are the very things commemorated +, . * 


XXIX. Q. How are the demerits of an incon- 
ſiderate manner of partaking of the bread and wine 
70 be eflimated ? | 5 


» 


A. The demerits of a thoughtleſs, light, un- 
worthy manner of celebrating the Lord's'Sup- 
per, muſt wholly depend upon the actual 111 
principles and intention; or at leaſt the culpable 


want of good 8 and a good intention; 


* See Queſtions XIII and XXII. + See Queſtions | 


XIV and XXII. 


- 
. ͤ rob ARA ACT ON AEST CE IRIS ers, 


4s every oarticular inſtance, and in each parti- 
«cular perſon; of whith God alone can judge. 
XXX. 9. On what principles muſt the puniſh- 


ment incurred by an inconſiderate manner of par- 
taking of the bread and wine be regulated i 
A. The Lord's Supper having been inſtituted. 
without any ſpecial-puniſhments annexed to a 
thoughtleſs, light, unworthy manner of celebrat- 
ing it“; the puniſhment incurred by ſuch a 
F)) a 


We learn indeed from St. Paul's iſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, ch. xi. 30—32. that many of them were 
puniſhed in a ſpecial manner, with weakneſs, ſickneſs, 

and death, for their unworthy, irreverent behaviour, when 
met together to celebrate the Lord's Supper: and this 
with a deſign to chaſtize them, in order to prevent their 
being condemned with the world. - But theſe judgments 
were not any eſtabliſhed puniſhments, annexed to the un- 
worthy celebration of the Lord's Supper, and always ac- 
companying it; on account of any thing peculiar in the 
nature and effects of the rite itſelf; but extraordinaxy f 
uniſhments, inflicted on the Corinthians by the ſpecial 
interpoſition of God at that particular time only; in order 
the more effectually to further the propagation, and ſecure 
the eftabliſhment of the Goſpel, in thoſe early days of its 
infant ſtate. | 3 
But becauſe many perſons have been deterred from par- 
taking of the Lord's Supper, or rendered very uneaſy in 
.partaking of it, by apprehenſions of danger attending it; 
unded upon the expreſſions in the 11th” chapter of St. 
Paul's iſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, of eating and drink- 
ing unworthily ; being guilty of: the body and blood of 
ihe Lord: aud eating and drinking damnation to our- 
fetwves, not diſcerning the Lord's body; — it may here be 
highly proper to remind the plain practical chriſtian, That 
we partake of the bread and wine in this rite with a 
Fincere good intention of commemorating by it the ſuffer- 
 wgs and death of Jeſus, in. deſigned obedience to his 
poſitive command; theſe expreſſions of St. Paul relating 
to the Corinthians cannot be at all applicable to us; and 
3 ö e — | our 


— 
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manner of receiving it muſt be regulated by the 
perſonal demerits of each individual in each 
. | 


XVXVXI. 9. Is any guilt contracted, or any 
puniſbment incurred, by refuſing to partake of the 
. bread and wine, from a belief that Jeſus intended 


this rite to be celebrated by the Apoſtles only 2. 


A. Should any one be ſincerely convinced, 
that the Lord's Supper was not inſtituted by 
Jeſus for a ſtanding rite cf his religion, but 
merely for the obſervance of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves who were prefent at the inititution ; no 
puniſhment whatever will be incurred by him 
for omitting to celebrate it under this perſuaſion; 
but he muſt be anſwerable for the honeſt, or 
diſhoneſt uſe he made of his underſtanding, in 
conſequence of which he embraced this opinion. 
SECOCTION AHL 

XXXII. 2. 1s it in the power of God to im- 
part any inward grace, or ſpiritual affiflance to 
14H G | 3 

A. It is in the power of God to produce 
whatever thoughts he may pleaſe in the mind 
of man; and by that means to afford us ſuch 
aſſiſtance as his wiſdom may ſee fit, towards the 
practice of our moral and religious duties, by 
the unperceived operation of the Divine Spirit.“ 
KS: XXXIII. 2. 
our celebration of this rite will be ſo far from being at 
tended with any danger, that, on the contrary, it mult be. 


well- pleaſing in the fight of God, as one inſtance of the 
proper diſcharge of our duty, as believers in Chriſt, _ 


"£1 
XXXIII. 29. Are we authorized to expect any 


. ſpecial aſſiſtance of this hind, as the appointed re- 
ward of a due participation of the bread and wine 


A. "Theſe gracious influences of the Spirit, 
which, whenever communicated, are ſo many 
inſtances of the divine goodneſs towards us, may 
be vouchſafed to us either at the celebration of 
the Lord's Supper, or in the performance of 
any other act of religious worſhip, or upon any 
other occaſion whatever, though no way imme» 
diately connected with divine worſhip; as often . 
as the wiſdom and goodneſs of God ſhall fee fit 
to vouchſafe them: but we have not any pro- 
miſe, or even any the flighteſt intimation, either 
from our Lord himſelf, or any of the Apoſtles, 
of their being peculiarly conferred upon us, on 
account of our celebration of the Lord's Supper. 


XXXIV. 2. In what circumſtances, and upon 
hat occaſions, may we reaſonably indulge hopes of 
being favoured with the moſt efficacious influence 
from above, to aſſiſt us in the diſcharge of our mo- 
ral and religious duties? 22" : 

A. Whatever ſpiritual aſſiſtance the goodneſs 
of God may at any time vouchſafe to man, the 
reaſon of the thing forces us to believe, that it 
will not be vouchſafed us in the moſt ample 
degree, on account of the mere performance of 
any religious rites, or any acts of religious wor- 
ſhip ; but on thoſe frying occaſions, in the vari- 
. ous difficulties of active life, when the circum— 
ſtances we are placed in bring the ſtrength of 
our virtuous and religious principles to the 
ſevereſt proof; and when, under ſuch trials, we 
actually exert the greateſt degree of virtue; and 
at the ſame time apply, with the propereſt diſ- 


E 
poſition, for the divine aſſiſtance to 8 


our own weakneſs, and enable us to ſupport the 
part which virtue and religion require. 


XXXV. 2. If we. compare the different acts 
of religious wor ſhip with each other; which of them 
appears in itſelf adapted to make the deep Tight impr 4. 


frons upon our minds, and to render us t 


ſerving of ſpiritual aſſiſtance from above? 


A. Comparing our different acts of religious 
worſhip together, with reſpe& to the natural 
tendency of the acts themſelves; the Lord's 
Supper, in which the ſufferings and death of 
Chriit, and the general purpoſe for which he 
died, are the very things commemorated, is of 
all mere acts of religious worſhip naturally in 
itſelf adapted to poſſeſs our minds moſt ſtrongl 
with religious reflections; and to induce, 7 
well as enable usto ſtrengthen moſt effectually 
every virtuous reſolution; and fo far to render 
-us deſerving of, and thus enable us to obtain, 
the 4 mare of aſſiſtance m above. 5 


, 


SPECT ION: XIV. 


XXXVI . How fur, and on what principles, 
is our-future fg alvation affected, by our partaking i 
the bread and wine, in obedience to the command 
aur Lord; —or our refuſing to partake of them; 

or partaking of them without a due ferious attention - 
to the nature of the particular. events. defignea ta be 
err hint ̃ĩ˙ 


A. Partaking of the Lord's Supper does ſo ie 
"es to our future ſalvation, as it is a de- 
ſigned compliance with an expreſs command of 


_ * naturally roductive of thoſe benefits 
3 - _ 
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5 already explained under Queſtions XXVII and 


XXXIII. But the performance of this rite has 
no influence peculiar to itſelf in procuring for 
us a ſtate of happineſs hereafter, nor can it at 


all contribute towards our obtaining it, by any 
other means, than the virtuous effects we take 


care to make it productive of, in our principles 
and our practice. Refuſing to partake of the 
Lord's Supper does fo far endanger our ſalvation, 
as it may be an act of voluntary diſobedience * 
to an acknowledged command of our Lord, na- 


turally productive of the evils deſcribed under 
Queſtion XXVIIIL.—And, performing the out- 


Ward actions of eating and drinking at the Lord's 
Supper, without ſeriouſly reflecting upon the 
particular events commemorated in it;-and the 
Influence they ought to have upon our own 


conduct, does ſo far endanger our ſalvation, as 


.3t may contain a certain degree of want of reli- 
. gious Fer and a cuJpable inſenſibility of 


the ſufferings of our Lord, and the bleſſings of 


4 


* 


dur redemption ; of the guilt of which, in every 
diſtinct ane God alone is the proper judge. 


5.4 XXXVII. 2. : Are we authorized to conſider 


the celebration of the Lord's Supper as in any degree 
. an appointed means for procuring the remiſſion of 
sur ſims? , 75 5 5 
A. No. If ever the bread and wine are received, 
-whether by the well, the ſick, or the dying, as an 
appointed means of obtaining the remiſſion of 


ſins; or in any other light, than merely as an att 
of due obedience to a poſitive command of our 


Tord, naturally expreſſive of faith in him; and, 


- when ſeriouſly performed, as naturally conducive 


#J i of 


* ” #2; 
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'® See Queſtion XXXI; 
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to all ſuch diſpoſitions as that faith requires? I 
the participant is deceived, and the rite itſelf 


miſappliec. | * 

XXXVIII. 9. When is an habitual Nr nord 
Join in the celebration of this rite finful ; and with 
what aggravating circumſtances is this ſin accom- 


panied. | | 1 
A. To live in the belief of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, and yet to refuſe to partake of the Lord's 
Supper; (except in the caſe of a conſcientious 
per ſuaſion that this rite was deſigned by our 
Lord for the obſervation of the: Apoſtles alone ;) 
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is living in this inftance in a voluntary habit of 


fin, becauſe in an habitual diſobedience to a 
command acknowledged to be divine &: and in 
this particular fin are included theſe aggravating 
circumſtances, that it is a voluntary contempt 


15 of an expreſs command of our Lord, extremely 
eaſy to be complied with; given at the very time 


when he was going to ſuffer for our fakes; ex- 
preſsly intended to recal to our remembrance the 


ſufferings he voluntarily underwent to accom 


pliſh our redemption; and on that account not 


only the moſt ſolemn rite of his religion, but 


that 


* To the general rule here laid down one exception 
_ muſt be admitted. If any individual is fincergly per- 
ſuaded, that the method of adminiſtering the bread and 
wine adopted by any particular Church is ſo etroneous 


and ſuperſtitious, as to render it ſinful for him to give 


- countenance, by his example, to ſuch error and ſupgr- 
ſtition; his partaking of them in that manner would then 
be ſinful, and it becomes his duty to abſtain from par- 
tak ing of them in that Church. - But in order to ſecure 
him from all fault in this inftance, it behooves him to be 
particularly careful to make an honeſt and virtuous uſe of 


his abilities, in forming the judgment on whith he act. 


. 


| . 
that which gratitude ought to render ns pecu- 

Marly willing to celebrate. 
XXXIX. 9. Hy often is it incumbent on us 

to partake of the bread and wins 

A. Neither our Lord himſelf, nor the Apoſtles, 
| having given us any precepr to determine how 
often we ought to partake of the Lord's Supper, 
no preciſe limits can be aſſigned to our duty in 
this particular. But ſince we are abſotutely 
obliged to aſſiſt at this rite, by the expreſs com- 
mand of our Lord *; fince the excellent moral 
and religious tendency of the rite itfelf is evi- 
dent beyond queſtion; and ſince we know the 
Apoſtles taught the firſt Chriſtians to partake of 
it very often; it muſt certainly be incumbent on 
us to join in it fo frequently, according to the 
Circumſtances in which we may happen to be 
Placed, as to ſhew plainly, that we regard it as 
one poſitive duty of the religion of Chriſt ; and, 
for that reaſon, take pleaſure in diſcharging it. 


XL. O. 1s any particular ſpace of time neceſſary 
10 be ſet apart for preparing ourſelves to partake of 
the Lord's Supper, in order to render our celebra- 
tion of it an acceptable ſervice ® oO OO 
A. Since the Lord's Supper is nothing more 
than a religious . commemoration. of him, but 
more: eſpecially of his death, and the general 
purpoſe for which he died; and theſe particulars 
may be all commemorated with a truly pious 
and devout diſpofition, without our ſetting apart 
any preciſe period of time to prepare ourſelves 
for it ; ſuch a practice is no more ſtrictly neceſ- 
Jary, however uſeful we may make it, for the 


Except in the caſe mentioned under Queft, XXX. 


gious worſbip? 


„„ 


worthy partici pation of the Lord's Supper, than 


for the —_— performance of any other act of 


religious worthip: and habitual good intentions 


to regulate our conduct by the precepts of the 


goſpel, joined to the ſerious employment of our 
thoughts, at the time, upon the buſineſs we are 
about; will in every inſtance render our attend- 
ance upon the celebration of the Lord's Supper, 
as well as our performance of every other act of 
religious worſhip, an acceptable ſervice, 


XLII. Q. Can it be proper for thoſe wha have 
been guilt 7 great ſins to partake of the bread and 
wine? And if it may, on what principles, and 


in what manner, ought they to partake of them? 


A. Since the partaking of bread and wine in 
remembrance of our Lord is an abſolute chriſtian 
duty, and the ſerious performance of it has a 


natural tendency to produce a beneficial effect 


upon our lives; every attendance upon it really 


_ proceeding from a conviction of its being a duty, 


and accompanied with ſerious attention to the 
particulars commemorated in it, muft in all 
caſes whatever be as proper and praiſe-worthy, 
as a ſimilar ſerious attendance upon any other 
act of religious worſhip, in the ſame caſe. 


XLII. 2; Does not the due celebration of this. 
rite require a more particular attention to the great 
events commemorated in it, and the influence they 
ought to have upon us, than any other act of reli- 

A. Since the particulars to be peculiarly com- 
memorated in this rite, are ſuch as, above all 
others, \ ought to-- penetrate the heart with the 
warmeſt ſenſe of gratitude, both to OY 
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and Redeemer; and to excite the moſt unreſerved 
acknowledgment of all our religious duties, and 

the ſincereſt ſorrow for our ſins; as well as induce 
us to form and cultivate ſuch virtuous reſolutions 
as may produce that actual uprightneſs of con- 
duct, which is the great object of the goſpel 

diſpenſation; it is more eſpecially our duty in 
partaking of the Lord's Supper in particular, 
though it is likewiſe our duty when we perform 

any act of religious worſhip in general, to reflect 
ſo much, and fo ſeriouſly, upon the particulars 

expreſsly commemorated in it, and the effect 
they ought to have upon us; as to make our 
celebration of it actually conducive to that vir- 
tue, which the goſpel terms of ſalvation require. 


CONCLUSION. 


IF the principles above laid down are true, 
and the conſequences drawn from them juſt; it 
777 ²˙ » EE 13 ON 

That the Lord's Supper is a rite of the ſim- 
pleſt and plaineſt nature, perfectly intelligible to 
every Ou, ENCE OT. WK 
_  T hat at is nothing more than what the words 
of the inſtitution fully expreſs, A religious com 

memoration of the pn and death of Chriſt, 
and the general purpoſe for which he died; 
which it is the abſolute duty of every one who 
believes in him to celebrate, becauſe Chriſt 
-- himſelf enjoined it; — and which requires no- 

thing more for its worthy celebration, than that 
intentional obedience, and ſerious diſpoſition of 
mind, which deliberate reflection upon the par- 
ticulars commemorated in it will naturally 
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E 
That as the performance of it is not attended 
with any other benefits, than thoſe we ourſelves 
take care to make it productive of, by its religious 
influence on our principles and practice; ſo no- 
thing but our own want of a ſerious and good 
intention in performing it, can poſſibly make it 
productive of any danger or evil. EF 
— That as its principal object is the commemo- 99 
ration of the ſufferings of our Lord in accom- 1 
pliſhing the adopted plan of our redemption, we 
ought always to be diſpoſed to celebrate it, with -— * 
the ſame readineſs, the ſame thankfulneſs, and _ 
the ſame ſatis faction of mind, as oughtto animate 
us when we offer up our thankſgivings to God 
in our conſtant acts of worſhip. | 
And, in fine, that though it is left to our own. 
diſcretion how often to celebrate it, nothing can 
ſo well manifeſt our proper ideas of, and atten- 
tion to it, as an habitual performance of it, when- 
ever an opportunity is purpoſely afforded us; 
. while an habitual omiſſion of it, when ſet before 
us, muſt unayoidably convict us, either of igno- 
rance of its univerſal and perpetual obligation; 
 fome miſconception of its nature and effects; or 
an intentional diſobedience to a politive chriſtian 
weve SIPs he injunction of our Lord is always a 
reaſon for performing it; and, if rightly under- 
+  Aftood, there cannot be any good reaſon for avoid- 
ing it; conſiſtent with thoſe principles which 
habitually influence the conduct of a man of 
virtue, and upon which whoever profeſſes himſelf 
a Chriſtian would be underſtood to act. 37 
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